HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB)
FEBRUARY 28, 2008

MINUTES
Attendees:  Nancy Arcieri, Rosanne Barone, Victor Bary, Judy Bell, Kinney Clark, Bill King, Kevin Papa, Ray Schwartz, , Maureen Strazdon, Carolyn Youngs

Next meeting March 27, 2008 at 7:30 at the Community Center

Kinney Clark, a Cranford resident who works for the NJ Historic Preservation Office introduced himself.    He provided a great deal of advice and insight on topics we discussed, and he has agreed to attend meetings and serve as an Advisor to the Board.

At the last meeting each member of the Board chose to be a member of the Education, Documentation, or Advisory subcommittee based on their area of interest.  

Members of each subcommittee reported as follows:
Education sub-committee Rosanne Barone, Vic Bary, Ray Schwartz
· Print media - Vic Bary reported that he had contacted the Eagle, the Chronicle, and Suburban News.  The Eagle is particularly interested in a column about historic Cranford.  Vic will write the first article (on How to Research Your Old House) and submit it to them within the next month.   He will also see if they will create a regular column for us, and he will send announcements of meetings to the local papers each month.  

· Cranford.com – Bill King reported that he had been in contact with the webmaster of Cranford.com and had gotten our mission statement and minutes on the site.  He has asked him to build the site so that it looks like the Cranford Environmental Committee site, but the webmaster indicated that there might be some charges involved.  Maureen will ask Martha Garcia (out Township liaison) what we are provided and what we have to pay for.   
· House tour video - Maureen Strazdon reported that she has met with Ed Davenport about the videotape of the  Cranford Historic House Tour.  They have discussed what has to be done, and Maureen has initiated the first step, transcribing the tape.  She will then work with Ed to move the project forward.  Roseanne Barone said that she may have a resource who knows architecture and can add material as needed; she will provide details at the next meeting.  She and Judy Bell will also look into getting funding from local realtors.   It was suggested that Channel 35 post a request for copies of the original tape in an effort to get a good archival copy.  
· TV 35 – Maureen Strazdon reported that Ed Davenport is very interested in having programs about Cranford historical structures.  

· Library display - Nancy Arcieri has contacted the library several times about creating a display but has not heard back as to when the display can take place.  
Documentation sub-committee – Nancy Arcieri, Judy Bell, Julie Didzbalis, Bill King, Kevin Papa, Loretta Smith, Carolyn Youngs
· Survey forms - Carolyn Youngs held a subcommittee meeting on February 7.  Each member will complete survey forms for all structures on their chosen streets.  
· Survey priority - Kinney Clark provided maps of Cranford showing areas already determined to be of potential significance and the Board agreed to prioritize those streets
· Designation documentation - Kinney Clark explained how structures must be evaluated and documented before they are designated significant or historic even on a local level, that records of reasons for listings should be kept, about “spot zoning”, and a variety of other topics relating to designations
· Designation criteria   -Based on Kinney Clark’s information the Board agreed to write a list of criteria (including age, architectural style, association with events or persons of historical importance, or archeological yields) by which it will be decided which structures get letters of designation from HPAB 

· More information on more structures - The Board agreed to get information on more structures and document them before any more letters of designation are sent  
· Designation letter - The Board discussed revising the letter that was drafted last year to make it a letter “in advance of designation”, and that would then be part of a longer-term process  and Carolyn said she would discuss it with Bob Puhak
· Survey form in new format - Maureen Strazdon will create the survey form as an Excel spreadsheet and send it to the Board for approval and have it posted on the website.  
· GIS - Maureen Strazdon had contacted Dave Marsden about using Cranford’s GIS software for mapping of structures, but Kinney will provide that support
Advisory sub-committee – Maureen Strazdon, Rosanne Barone
· Guidelines - Maureen Strazdon reported that she has gotten copies of preservation guidelines for Zoning and Planning Boards from other areas in NJ and is drafting wording to be submitted by the Board to the Township Committee for inclusion in the Code
· Budget  - Maureen Strazdon reported that she had prepared a budget rationale to recommend the establishment of a line item on the Township budget for funds for HPAB but was advised to table the request until a later date
· Master Plan - Kinney Clark suggested that while there is no section in Cranford’s Master Plan on preservation, the Board should draft one or two points for the Goals and Objectives, and Maureen Strazdon volunteered to do that

· Other guidelines - Rosanne Barone reported that she has begun communicating with other county and NJ groups to determine how they handle historic areas and buildings
The next meeting March 27, 2008 at 7:30 at the Community Center.  Maureen will send a reminder to the Board on Monday March 24.  

